


First lecture of the Lectures Periodical 
on 20.12.2022

Victoria Institution (College), 
78-B, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata-700009

The very first lecture of the Lectures

Periodical, delivered by Professor

Sharmistha Bakshi of the University of

Calcutta, Department of Philosophy; in

collaboration with Indian Council of

Philosophical Research, organised by the

Department of Philosophy and IQAC,

Victoria Institution College. The venue

was Suniti Sabhaghar, the time was 12:30

pm to 02:00 pm., on 20/12/2022, Tuesday.

The topic was: Ontological Argument: A

Critical Exposition.

Ontological Argument is an argument that

proceeds from the idea of God to the reality

of God. It was first clearly formulated by St.

Anselm in his Proslogian, a later famous

version is given by Rene Descartes.

Anselm began with the concept of God as

that than which nothing greater could be

conceived. To think of such a being as

existing only in thought and not also in

reality involves a conversation, since a

being that lacks real existence is not a being

than which none greater can be conceived.

A yet greater being would be one with the

further attribute of existence. Thus the

unsurpassably perfect being must exist;

otherwise it would not be unsurpassably

perfect. This is among the most discussed

and contested arguments in the history of

thought.

Our Speaker's delivery was mesmerizing.

Her study is in - depth, and that was

reflected in her speech. The auditorium was

full with our students, and they were

engrossed in the lecture. At the end of the

lecture there was an interactive question

answer session like an icing on the cake.
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Victoria Institution (College), 
78-B, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata-700009

Second lecture of the Lectures Periodical 
on 23.02.2023

Lecture no. 2 of the lecture series

delivered by Professor Preetam Ghoshal

of Jadavpur University, Department of

Philosophy, in collaboration with Indian

Council of Philosophical Research,

organised by the Department of

Philosophy and IQAC, Victoria

Institution College.

The topic was " Tattva- Nirnayer Paddhati

rupe Nyaya-- Ekti Samiksha." The venue

was Suniti Sabhaghar, and the time was 12

noon to 2pm.

The Nyaya Darsana is one of the six

orthodox Hindu Schools of Philosophy. It is

highlighted as essentially being a school of

logical thought, debate and reasoning. The

word ' Nyaya' itself may be translated as '

right' or ' justice' and therefore it's practice,

Nyaya - Sastra translates as " The science of

right judgment".

The Nyaya Sastras propose sixteen

categories ( padarthas) which are meant to

represent all that can and does exist. These

sixteen categories are pramana. Prameya,

samasya, prayojana, drstanta, siddhanta,

avayava, tarka, nirnaya, vada, Jalpa,

bitanda, hetvabhasa, chal, jati,

nigrahasthana. This extensive list has,

however, been reduced by subsequent

commentators on the Nyaya- Sutras to only

include the first two categories , pramana

and prameya; as pramana pertains to the

observer while prameya pertains to that

which is observed. Therefore, the

investigation of pramana and prameya

forms the foundation of the classical Nyaya

Darsana.

Professor Ghoshal gave a lucid account of

the otherwise difficult topic. The students

were very much attentive and listened

carefully to his deliberation which was

evident in the subsequent interactive

question and answer session.
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Victoria Institution (College), 
78-B, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata-700009

Third lecture of the Lectures Periodical
on 15.03.2023

Lecture no. 3 of the lecture series delivered

by Professor Laxmikanta Padhi of North

Bengal University, Department of Philosophy,

in collaboration with Indian Council of

Philosophical Research, organised by the

Department of Philosophy and IQAC, Victoria

Institution College. The topic was " Why we be

moral? Some Dimensions ". The venue was

Suniti Sabhaghar. Time was 12 noon to 2 pm.

Due to some unavoidable circumstances,

Professor Padhi could not join us in person, so

we had to arrange for a Google Meet. We all

gathered in the auditorium, joined in the

platform through a common link and took

recourse to the headphones to listen to his voice.

He appeared in life size in the giant screen of the

projector through a computer. It was a unique

webinar in all respect.

Justifying why one should behave morally is

a surprisingly difficult task. Proposed

justifications are found throughout the

history of moral Philosophy, but these

reasons to be moral remain controversial.

The fundamental question -- " Why be

moral?" -- still seems in need of a

satisfactory answer.

The question can take other forms. Why

should I care about morality? Why do moral

considerations have normative force? Why

are the demands of morality obligatory?

However, no matter how it is phrased, it

always addresses the foundation of morality

-- Why we believe moral considerations

should influence how we ought to act. As the

demands of morality become more

burdensome the question becomes more

relevant.

However, our resource person could do

justice to the topic. He produced an

extensive and thoughtful lecture. Students

were highly satisfied. A question answer

session followed.
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Victoria Institution (College), 
78-B, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata-700009

Fourth lecture of the Lectures Periodical
on 31.03.2023

Lecture no. 4 and the concluding session

of our ICPR sponsored lecture series was

delivered by Professor Jhadeswar Ghosh,

Department of Philosophy, Vidya Sagar

University, on 31/03/2023, at 12 noon.

The venue was Suniti Sabhaghar.

The subject was "Analytic Truth & Logical

Possibility."

In one way or other notions of logical or

Analytic Truth have played an important

role in logic, and hence in philosophy.

Since the time of Aristotle an Analytic

Truth is usually described as a statement

true in virtue of logic or true in virtue of the

meanings of the terms occurring in it. A

synthetic Truth is then described as one

which depends for its Truth fundamentally

upon matters of fact. Another way of stating

this is that Analytic Truths are true in " all

possible world". (Leibnitz).

Possibility, in logic and metaphysics,

implies the absence of contradiction.

Possible things or sates of affairs are simply

those whose conception involves no

contradiction. To determine the empirical

Possibility of a thing, it must be ascertained

whether the nature of a thing in question

conforms to the conditions of actual

experience. Some philosophers hold that

the actual world together with the infinite

number of possible but nonactual words

constitutes the realm of " possible worlds".

The were serious and attentive. A question

answer session followed.
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